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Updated Local Flood Insurance Rate Maps on the Horizon
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Damage in Boulder County caused by 2013 Colorado floods. 

Three years after the devastating September 2013 flood, Colorado continues to recover, rebuild, 
and better prepare communities for future floods.  Part of that preparation involves updating 

floodplains and floodways that were altered by the forces of nature.  Up-to-date information on 
these regulated resources is critical to laying the framework to protect natural assets to reduce 

future flood losses, and to allow residents and developers to make more well-informed decisions.  

The Urban Drainage and Flood Control District (UDFCD) teamed with 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the Colorado Water 
Conservation Board (CWCB), and local governments to incorporate local 
Flood Hazard Area Delineation (FHAD) studies into FEMA Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps (FIRMs) through the Physical Map Revision (PMR) process.  FHADs 
are used to identify and update flood risk potential and floodplain boundaries 
due to natural and man-made changes.  

Pinyon has the expertise to help our clients understand the impacts of the 
new FIRMs and to provide assistance in navigating floodplain regulations. We 
have a Certified Floodplain Manager on staff and have worked on multiple 
flood recovery projects.  Pinyon is currently leading the environmental 
documentation, NEPA processes, and permitting effort for over two dozen 
infrastructure projects in Boulder County, in response to the 2013 flooding.  
Pinyon is working directly with jurisdictional agencies including FEMA, the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and the Colorado Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) to scope and complete recovery and repair projects.  
You can read more about UDFCD’s floodplain mapping effort at http://
udfcd.org/services/floodplain-mapping/.

8-Floodplain Study

SE & East Denver Metro

Dutch Creek, Coon 
Creek & Coal Creek

› Happy Canyon Creek
› Badger Gulch
› Green Acres Tributary
› Sand Creek 
› Lower Coal Creek 
› Lower Murphy Creek 
› Senac Creek 
› Toll Gate Creek
› Lower East Toll Gate Creek 
› West Toll Gate Creek
› Unnamed Creek
› Cherry Creek 
› Littles Creek
› Marston Lake North Drainageway

› Cottonwood Creek
› East Toll Gate Creek
› First Creek
› First Creek Tributary
› Upper Second Creek
› Willow Creek

› Dutch Creek
› Coon Creek
› Three Lakes
› Coal Creek

Floodplain Studies
UDFCD is currently in the 
process of incorporating the 
following FHADs into FIRMS.



Pinyon Expands Service Offerings with Strategic Hires

Pinyon Becomes Bronze Member of ELP Program

We are pleased to announce the addition of Chuck Schrader, Ph.D., RLA.; Sabrina Williams, and Tricia McCready 
to the Pinyon team. Each bring with them a unique skill set to Pinyon’s growing list of offered services. 

Chuck Schrader, Ph.D., RLA., 
has 30 years of professional 
experience in environmental 
planning and design. His focus is on 
environmental assessment; resource 
protection and restoration; and 
ecological planning, design, and 
construction. Chuck’s consulting 
experience includes work on larger, 
more complex design-build projects 
for CDOT as well as numerous 
smaller environmentally sensitive 
projects with local municipalities.  

Sabrina Williams has 14 years 
of experience in environmental 
engineering. Having performed 
technical analyses for each of the 
five CDOT Transportation Regions, 
she has a thorough understanding 
of their environmental policies. 
Sabrina conducts investigations, 
develops mitigation strategies, and 
conducts interagency negotiations. 
She is experienced with the in-
house dispersion modeling platform 
(AERMOD) for the City and County 

of Denver.

Tricia McCready has over 15 
years in the Industrial Hygiene (IH) 
and Environmental Health & Safety 
(EHS) fields.  She brings private 
industry experience from her 
background as an independent IH/
EHS consultant, a medical laboratory 
Regional EHS Manager and an on-
site Industrial Hygiene contractor 
for a large brewery.  Her specialties 
include various chemical and dust 
air monitoring, noise dosimetry, 
employee exposure assessments 

and EHS training.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE AIR/NOISE QUALITY INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE

Chuck Schrader,
PhD., RLA

Sabrina Williams Tricia McCready

Biologist/
Landscape Architect

Air Quality/Noise 
Specialist

Industrial Hygienist

In August 2016, Pinyon was accepted 
as a Bronze Level member of the 
Environmental Leadership Program 
(ELP).  The ELP is a Colorado 
Department of Public Health and 
Environment (CDPHE) state program 
created to recognize and reward 
Colorado entities that voluntarily go 
beyond compliance with state and 
federal regulations and are committed to 
continual environmental improvement.  
The program started in 1999, and as 
of this year, had 168 members in the 
Gold, Silver, and Bronze Tiers.  All 
Colorado entities and organizations 

can apply, but in general, a successful 
applicant will meet compliance 
eligibility requirements as well as 
additional requirements for each 
ELP Tier.  Compliance requirements 
generally mean that there have been 
no regulatory or permit violations for 
a certain period of time.  Additional 
requirements include such “beyond 
compliance” achievements as waste 
stream reductions, energy savings, 
environmental education, and at the 
Silver and Gold levels, development 
and implementation of an 
environmental management system.  
In 2015, ELP members saved over 3 
billion gallons of water and were able 
to reduce hazardous waste streams by 
145 million pounds, for a cost savings 

of over 217 million dollars. Colorado’s 
ELP members are recognized as 
entities that inspire and challenge 
other organizations to higher levels 
of environmental performance.  In 
exchange, the department provides 
a number of guaranteed and 
potential benefits, depending on 
the membership level of the entity.  
Benefits can include public recognition, 
access to leadership and training 
forums, mentoring, partnership and 
networking opportunities, inspection 
assistance and priority permitting.  The 
ELP application and more information 
about the program can be found 
at https://www.colorado.gov/
pacific/cdphe/environmental-
leadership-program.  

Michelle Marin
Technical Group Manager, 
Regulatory Compliance



As the South Director on the ACEC 
Colorado Board of Directors, Karlene 
Thomas participated in the ACEC 
College of Fellows Broadmoor 
Inaugural Charity Walk which 
took place during the 2016 ACEC Fall 
Conference. The event raised $1,360 for 
Pikes Peak Habitat for Humanity. 

Anastasia has 14 years of 
professional experience with 
an emphasis on business 
administration and office 
management. Most recently, 

she worked in the medical device industry. 

Karyn recently moved 
to Colorado from St. 
Louis where she was a 
proposal coordinator in the 
construction industry. Her 

experience includes, project management, 
PR, and social media management. 

Katie has seven years 
of experience as an 
Environmental Planner, 
Project/Task Manager, and 
an Environmental Scientist, 

working primarily on complex NEPA 
projects. She has spent much of her time 
working with the National Park Service’s 
Environmental Quality Division. Katie will 
support Pinyon’s growing environmental 
planning and compliance needs.

Tim has more than 18 years 
of experience working in 
marketing and proposal 
development at companies 
ranging from six to 40,000 

employees. Over the years, he’s worked 
as a Graphic Artist, Desktop Publisher, 
Technical Writer, Management Consultant, 
and Proposal Manager in a variety of 
industries including Pharmaceuticals, 
Military Equipment Distribution, 
Architecture, and Engineering.

Charley is a professional 
geologist and environmental 
consultant with over 25 
years of experience in 
environmental program 

management, engineering geology, and 
mining. He has managed large scale, 
diverse programs for assessment and 
remediation of environmental and 
geologic hazards, conducted multi-site 
transactional evaluations, and performed 
design and implementation of hazardous 
materials remediation projects for a 
wide range of contaminants in soil and 
groundwater using mechanical and 
biological methodologies.  

Ryan has worked in the 
Industrial Hygiene industry 
for ten and a half years. His 
experience includes AMS soil 
inspections, HUD surveys 

along with clearances, building inspections, 
mold inspections, radon testing, meth lab 
screenings, and chemical recycling. 

Dan joined the Pinyon Due 
Diligence team and will 
be conducting Phase I and 
Phase II assessments. Prior to 
Pinyon, Dan worked in the oil 

and gas industry, performing assessments, 
remediation, and other tasks related to 
regulatory compliance.

Anastasia Edelstein | Office Manager

Karyn Miles | Proposal Coordinator

Katie Chipman | Environmental Planner

Tim Dwenger | Marketing & Proposal  
Lead  

Charley Adams | Senior Project Manager

Ryan Passarelli | Environmental Scientist

Dan Hosler | Geologist

Pinyon Welcomes

News and Announcements

President Lauren Evans was honored 
with a 2016 Community Service 
Award from ACEC National for 
outstanding contributions to the quality of 
life in her community during its National 
Fall Conference held October 19 – 22 in 
Colorado Springs.

Lauren Evans has been asked to serve 
as the Chairperson of the ACEC-
Colorado PAC (Political Action 
Committee). The ACEC PAC works 
in conjunction with ACEC’s legislative 
program to elect and keep pro-business 

members of Congress in office who 
support the interests of the engineering 
industry and create an improved business 
environment for ACEC members.

Principal Karlene Thomas was inducted 
into the Order of The Engineer at the 
2016 ACEC Fall Conference. The Order of 
the Engineer was initiated in the United 
States to foster a spirit of pride and 
responsibility in the engineering profession, 
to bridge the gap between training and 
experience, and to present to the public 
a visible symbol identifying the engineer. 
Members are given a stainless steel ring 
called the Engineer’s Ring.

The City of 
C o l o r a d o 
Springs received 
a Starburst 
Award for the 
Env i ronmenta l 
P l a y g r o u n d 
constructed at 

America the Beautiful Park. Pinyon’s 
Jeremy Musson and Sheree Thomas-
Porter both worked on this award-winning 

project. They prepared a soil management 
plan and provided oversight of excavation 
of asbestos-containing soil. Starburst 
Awards recognize excellence in the use 
of Colorado Lottery funds for community 
and conservation projects. Winners are 
chosen based on the creativity of the 
project, economic, and social impact on 
the community, and whether the project 
achieved its goal.


